
COUNCIL MINUTES 
MAY 8, 2021 

 
President of the Council, Jim Snyder, welcomed the council members to the in-person meeting 
and called the meeting to order at 6:30.  He began by telling us about an article in a Lutheran 
newspaper warning about the dangers for the Church with House Bill HR 5.  He also wanted to 
add an item to the agenda to discuss unmasking in Church.   
 
ATTENDEES:  Hilary Agnew, Larry Ashley, Mitch Burmeister, Pastor Cook, Bob Schwarz (for Paul 
Darlage), Chip Davidson, Rick Hannon, Matt Hesse, Karen McKinney, Donna Granderson, Bev 
Silletto, Jim Snyder, Dave Walls, Wes Wrucke, Darren Doehrmann and Travis Fuhrmann (Zoom).  
 
DEVOTION:  Pastor began by telling us that the devotion is directed toward the same types of 
things that are happening in Canada where pastors are being arrested for speaking the truth 
about, among other things, homosexual marriage that are part of HR 5 in the name of equality.  
The reading is from James 1:1-15.  The writer is saying that trials come from the Lord and are 
designed to make us grow in our spiritual life, but temptations do not come from the Lord but 
from our own sinful desires that are then acted upon by us to produce sin and sin produces 
death.  As the world view and the church’s world view continue to separate there will be trials, 
and the temptation will be to just go along with the world view and in so doing subvert the 
truth of God’s Word.  We must be prepared as a congregation to stand firm and to ask God to 
help us stand firm.   
 
Financial Report:  For April we had a deficit of $16,315.    Giving was $60, 198 which was $7994 
less than budgeted.  School revenue was 21,726 less than budgeted.  Part of this deficit is 
because we had some prepaid tuition for next year that came in for March and April and goes 
to a different account.  School expenses were $14, 346 less than budgeted.  Giving for the year 
has been consistently under budget, but for the year we are running a $71,738 surplus, mainly 
due to PPP funds.  Our PPP loan has been forgiven and we owe nothing.  Overall, we have an 
$8059 surplus.   
 
There is a missing check from a member for $18,000 that came from a stock fund.  It 
conceivably was stolen from the mailbox and cashed at a bank that did not require an 
endorsement.  We will eventually get the money back, but it is not included in our budget 
because we do not currently have it.  Dave Walls reported that we just received a check for 
more than $2,000 from our insurance carrier to pay for the new telephone communication 
system that was installed last summer. 
 
Health Insurance for Workers:  A committee was formed to look at healthcare costs for our 
salaried employees.  The committee met Wednesday, and after discussion, Hilary and Darren 
Doehrmann were tasked with codifying the committee’s recommendations and presenting 
them to the council for approval.  Darren stated that the challenge is to provide healthcare 
insurance for our employees where premiums increase on an annual basis be 6-10% annually.  
As medical coverage costs increase there is less money available for salary increases.   Currently 



we have a copay plan and an HSA plan.  We are recommending that the HSA plan that all but 
one of our employees are enrolled in stay the same, and the church pays 81% of the cost for 
this plan.  We are recommending that the copay plan be changed for a different HSA plan.  Two 
other HSA plans were presented.  One is less expensive for the member but is revenue neutral 
for the church; the other one would offer greater benefits but cost the church $550 per 
individual enrolled in the plan. 
 
They recommended that we have a spousal carve out policy.  What this means is that if a 
spouse has coverage from their employer, they must take that plan.  This would save our 
church $8000-9000 per year.  The family may continue to carry the spouse on our policy but 
would pay $200/per month to do so. 
 
The last proposal is to reduce dental and vision cost share from 81% to 50% per family and save 
OSLC $182 per employee per year. 
 
The council approved the removal of co-pay plan, adoption of the revenue neutral additional 
HSA plan and the spousal carve out while voting to keep the 81% cost share dental and vision 
plan. 
 
Church Masking Policy:  Bob Schwarz made a motion from the Elders that beginning June 1 the 
church allow those members who wish to attend church unmasked the opportunity to do so.  
After considerable discussion a motion was approved to allow masked congregants the 
opportunity to sit in the last three rows while unmasked congregants would sit closer to the 
front.  There would be one vacant row between the two groups. 
 
 
Cooling Tower Project:  The Cooling Tower is the system to cool the Gym, Kitchen, and part of 
the school that lacks their own individual air conditioners. Matt Hesse is working on bids for 
the project that might cost around $125,000.  Hilary says there is funding for part of this project 
but not for all of it. 
 
Campaign for Cooling Tower:  Larry Ashley proposed a Capital Campaign to fund the purchase 
and installation of a new Cooling Tower.     He was directed to write a draft letter to the 
congregation and present it at the next Council for approval before sending it out to the 
congregation. 
 
Parking Lot Lights:  Matt Hesse and Bruce Youngman are working on an agreement with LG&E 
to give or sell us the parking light poles and have us convert the lights to digital lights which 
would save us money on our electrical bills.  Hilary says the estimated funds for the project 
($10,000 to 15,000) are available.   
 
Mailbox Security:  Due to the missing check which may have been stolen from our mailbox and 
which has been cashed, we are examining a lockable mailbox.  One had been purchased but the 
secretaries were concerned it would not be large enough for the volume of mail that often 



comes on a daily basis.  They are examining online sources and will order them when a suitable 
mailbox has been found.  The purchased one will be returned. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  Pastor Cook lead the council in the Lord’s prayer     
 
 
 


