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 Second Sunday of Easter 2 

We warmly welcome you in the name of Jesus!   
We are always glad to have you worship with us. 

If you do not have a regular church home,  

we invite you to make our church home yours. 
 

† Our worship services are on Sunday mornings at 8:30 and 11:00 AM.  We also invite and 

encourage you to join us in Sunday School and Bible Study at 9:45 AM. 

† Assisted hearing devices, children’s bulletins, and large print service folders are available; please 

ask an usher for one.  

† While we encourage children to be present in worship, the upstairs cry room opposite the 

elevator is available for you. 

† Our worship services can now be viewed on the church’s Facebook page (live or after the 

service), as well as on our YouTube channel. The Lutheran Hour can be heard on Sundays at 

9:00 AM at KAWZ (102.7FM). 
 

Prayer before worship: 

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in 

truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so 

that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace 

and holiness.  Hear me for the sake of His name.  Amen. 
 

AS WE GATHER  We tend to look for things to make faith easier. Signs, wonders, or just little 

hints here and there would help. But the disciples had all these things and heard Jesus promise His 

resurrection, and still they gathered behind the locked doors of their fears. What we do have is 

Christ, His Word that bestows and sustains our faith, and His Holy Sacrament wherein He feeds us 

with His body and blood. Though we have not seen with our eyes, we see with faith and join with 

doubting Thomas to confess, “My Lord and my God!” 
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PRESERVICE MUSIC “Ain’t No Grave” by C. Ely, J. Helser, M. Helser, M. Skaggs 

 We will be singing this later in the service.  Please follow along on p. 11. 
 

RINGING OF BELL 
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OPENING SONG O Sons and Daughters of the King LSB 470 

 

 

 
 

5  When Thomas first the tidings heard 

That they had seen the risen Lord, 

He doubted the disciples’ word. 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

6  “My piercèd side, O Thomas, see, 

And look upon My hands, My feet; 

Not faithless but believing be.” 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

7  No longer Thomas then denied; 

He saw the feet, the hands, the side; 

“You are my Lord and God!” he cried. 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

8  How blest are they who have not seen 

And yet whose faith has constant been, 

For they eternal life shall win. 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

9  On this most holy day of days 

Be laud and jubilee and praise: 
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To God your hearts and voices raise. 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Tune and text: Public domain 

WELCOME 
 

Please stand. 
 

INVOCATION AND EASTER ACCLAMATION  

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS OF SINS 1 John 1:6–10 

Pastor: If we say we have fellowship with Him while we walk in darkness, 

People: we lie and do not practice the truth. 

Pastor: But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 

People: and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

People: If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 

Pastor: If we say we have not sinned, 

People: we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. 

Pastor: Almighty and everlasting God, for our many sins we justly deserve eternal 

condemnation. In Your mercy, You sent Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who won 

for us forgiveness of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant us a true confession that, dead 

to sin, we may be raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that 

we be ever watchful and live true and godly lives in Your service; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 

 Silence for reflection. 
 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
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Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

Pastor: May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

People: Amen. 
 

Remain standing for the Song of Praise. 
 

SONG OF PRAISE  “O Praise the Name (Anástasis)” by B. Hastings, D. Ussher, M. Sampson 

I cast my mind to Calvary  

where Jesus bled and died for me. 

I see His wounds, His hands, His feet,  

my Savior on that cursed tree. 
 

His body bound and drenched in tears, 

They laid Him down in Joseph's tomb. 

The entrance sealed by heavy stone. 

Messiah still and all alone. 
 

Chorus   O praise the Name of the Lord our God. 

O praise His Name forevermore. 

For endless days we will sing Your praise. 

Oh Lord, oh Lord our God. 
 

Then on the third at break of dawn, 

The Son of Heaven rose again. 

O trampled death, where is your sting? 

The angels roar for Christ the King.  Chorus 
 

He shall return in robes of white, 

The blazing sun shall pierce the night. 

And I will rise among the saints, 

My gaze transfixed on Jesus' face.  Chorus  
  © 2015 Hillsong Music Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 841158 

 

Please be seated. 

 

COME AND HEAR THE GOOD NEWS! 
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FIRST READING  The believers were of one heart and soul. Acts 4:32–35  
  

Reader:  The full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 

said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in 

common. And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the 

resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy 

person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and 

brought the proceeds of what was sold and laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 

distributed to each as any had need. 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE READING If we sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ. 1 John 1:1–2:2    

Reader:  That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen 

with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the 

word of life— the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and 

proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to 

us— that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may 

have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son 

Jesus Christ. And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 

  This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is 

light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we 

walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is 

in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 

cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, 

and his word is not in us. 

  My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 

anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is 

the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole 

world. 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand in reverence to the Gospel. 

HOLY GOSPEL Blessed are those who have not heard and yet believe. John 20:19–31 

Pastor: Hear now the Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord! 
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Pastor:  On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked 

where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 

said to them, “Peace be with you.” When he had said this, he showed them his hands 

and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them 

again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” And 

when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If 

you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from 

anyone, it is withheld.” 

  Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus 

came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 

“Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the 

nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

  Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 

with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out 

your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” Thomas answered 

him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have 

seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

  Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not 

written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ! 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH   Apostles’ Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From 

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
 

SONG “My Savior, My God” by A. Shust, M. Greenwell 

I am not skilled to understand   

What God has willed, what God has planned. 

I only know at His right hand 

Stands One who is my Savior. 
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I take Him at His word and deed. 

Christ died to save me this I read. 

And in my heart I find a need 

Of Him to be my Savior.  
 

That He would leave His place on high   

And come for sinful man to die. 

You count it strange, so once did I   

Before I knew my Savior. 
 

Chorus My Savior loves, My Savior lives, 

My Savior's always there for me. 

My God He was, My God He is.   

My God is always gonna be. 

My Savior loves, My Savior lives. 

My Savior's always there for me.   

My God He was.  My God He is.   

My God is always gonna be. 
 

Yes, living, dying:  let me bring   

My strength, my solace from this spring:  

That He who lives to be my King   

Once died to be my Savior.   

That He would leave His place on high   

And come for sinful man to die. 

You count it strange, so once did I,   

Before I knew my Savior.  Chorus 
 © 2005 Bridge Building Music, Inc. (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc., 741 Cool Springs Blvd., Franklin TN 37067)    

 All rights Reserved.   CCLI # 841158.     

 

SERMON  “This is the Message”  1 John 1:1-2:2 
 

Please stand. 
 

PRAYERS OF GOD'S PEOPLE   
 After each petition: 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer and grant our supplication. 
 

 The prayers conclude: 

Pastor: through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

People: Amen. 
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LORD'S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and 

the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION    
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious 

to you.  The Lord lift up his countenance on you and  give you peace. 

People:  Amen.   
 

DOXOLOGY “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” [tune:  DUKE STREET] 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:   

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.    Amen. 
 

Our live streaming service ends here. 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD. 
 

PREPARATION OF THE ELEMENTS    

All communicants are invited to read and prayerfully consider the following. 
 

We believe that... 

†     Holy Communion is a Sacrament since it was instituted by Christ Himself. 

†     We are truly worthy and well prepared to partake of Holy Communion when we repent of our 

sins and have faith in these words, “Given and shed for you for the remission of sins.” 

†     We receive the bread and wine and the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ when, as 

repentant, true believers we partake of Holy Communion.    

Our Savior Lutheran Church practices close communion. 

What does this mean? 

Confirmed members of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are welcome to commune with 

us. If you are not a confirmed member of our church or one of our sister congregations, we 

encourage you to speak to the pastor about preparing to participate in communion at Our 

Savior.  

† Children and those not communing are welcome to come forward for a blessing (indicated by 

folded hands), or to remain seated for individual prayer.  When the wine is offered, 

communicants have the choice of an individual cup or the common cup.  Individual cups 

containing DARK WINE are alcohol-free for those with medical need only, please. 
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WORDS OF CONSECRATION 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 

 body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

Pastor: In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 
 

PEACE 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION Please be seated.  If you are communing, please follow the directions of the ushers. 
   

SONG   “Death Was Arrested” by A. Kersh, B. Coker, H. Balltzglier, P. T. Smith 

Alone in my sorrow and dead in my sin, 

Lost without hope with no place to begin; 

Your love made a way to let mercy come in, 

When death was arrested and my life began. 
 

Ash was redeemed, only beauty remains; 

My orphan heart was given a name. 

My mourning grew quiet, my feet rose to dance, 

When death was arrested and my life began. 
 

Chorus  Oh, Your grace so free, washes over me. 

You have made me new, now life begins with You. 

It's Your endless love pouring down on us. 

You have made us new, now life begins with You. 
 

Released from my chains I'm a pris'ner no more. 

My shame was a ransom He faithfully bore. 

He cancelled my debt, and He called me His friend, 

When death was arrested and my life began.  Chorus 
 

Our Savior displayed on a criminal's cross. 

Darkness rejoiced as though Heaven had lost. 

But then Jesus arose with our freedom in hand. 

That's when death was arrested and my life began. Chorus 
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Bridge  Oh, we're free, free forever we're free. 

Come join the song of all the redeemed. 

Yes, we're free, free; forever, amen! 

When death was arrested and my life began.  Repeat 
© 2015 Seems Like Music (Admin. by BMG Rights Management [c/o Music Services, Inc.]) 

Adam Kersh Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

Bcoker Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

Centricity Songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

Paul Taylor Smith Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
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SONG “Easter Song” by A. Herring 

Hear the bells ringing, they're singing 

That we can be born again. 

Hear the bells ringing, they're singing 

Christ is risen from the dead! 

The angel up on the tombstone said, 

“He is risen just as He said. 

Quickly now, go tell His disciples 

That Jesus Christ is no longer dead!” 
 

Joy to the world! 

He is risen, alleluia! 

He's risen, alleluia! 

He's risen, alleluia, alleluia!  Repeat 
© 1974 Latter Rain Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 841158 

 

Please stand. 
 

DISMISSAL   
 

BENEDICTION    
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious 

to you.  The Lord lift up his countenance on you and  give you peace. 

People:  Amen.   
 

CLOSING SONG “Ain’t No Grave” by C. Ely, J. Helser, M. Helser, M. Skaggs 

Shame is a prison as cruel as a grave. 

Shame is a robber, and he’s come to take my name. 

Love is my redeemer, lifting me up from the ground. 

Love is the power where my freedom song is found. 
 

Chorus 1 There ain’t no grave gonna hold my body down. 

There ain’t no grave gonna hold my body down. 
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When I hear that trumpet sound, 

I’m gonna rise up out of the ground. 

There ain’t no grave gonna hold my body down. 
 

Fear is a liar with a smooth and velvet tongue. 

Fear is a tyrant; he’s always telling me to run. 

Love is resurrection, and love is a trumpet sound. 

Love is my weapon; I’m gonna take my giants down.  Chorus 1 
 

There was a battle, a war between death and life. 

There on a tree, the Lamb of God was crucified. 

He went on down to hell; He took back every key. 

He rose up as a lion, now He’s setting all the captives free. 
 

Chorus 2 There ain’t no grave could hold His body down. 

There ain’t no grave could hold His body down. 

When He heard the trumpet sound, 

He rose up out of the ground. 

There ain’t no grave could hold His body down. 

There ain’t no grave could hold His body down. 
© 2018 Bethel Music Publishing  
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SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
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Readings for next Sunday, 4/18: 

Acts 3:11–21 

Psalm 4 

1 John 3:1–7 

Luke 24:36–49 
 


